
Percentage Distribution of Slums by Area and CityPercentage Distribution of Slums by Area and City

Si e of Sl m
Dhaka (%) Chittagong

2005 (%)
Khulna
2005 (%)

Rajshahi
2005 (%)

Sylhet
2005 (%)

Barisal
2005(%)Size  of Slum 

(acre)
2005 (%) 2005 (%) 2005 (%) 2005 (%) 2005(%)

1983 1988 2005

Up to 0.33 81.06 61.4 67.5 63 61.1 31.5 89.4 62.4

0.34–0.66 8.56 13.2 11.5 12.2 16.1 33.2 7.5 14.8

0.67 – 1 2.98 6.9 6.8 8.3 8.5 17.3 1.8 9.4

Abo e 1 7 4 18 5 14 2 16 5 14 2 17 9 1 2 13 4Above 1 7.4 18.5 14.2 16.5 14.2 17.9 1.2 13.4

Source Slums in 
Dhaka City, 
June1983

Slums and
Squatters in
Dhaka City,
June 1988

CUS 2005



Land Ownership Patterns in Slums by City

Land Ownership Pattern
Dhaka Chittag

ong
Khuln

a
Rajsh

ahi Sylhet Barisa
l

1983 
(%)

1988 
(%) 1996 (%) 2005(

%) 2005(%) 2005(
%)

2005(
%)

2005(
%)

2005(
%)(%) (%) 1996 (%) %) 2005(%) %) %) %) %)

Government / Semi–
government 11.68 29.2 21.42 9 10.8 12.5 13.4 0.8 11.1

Private (Individual / 
organization) 83.40 67.1 77.05 89.8 85.9 79.2 82.7 98.9 87.2organization)

Non Government 
Organization 0 0 1.16 - - - - - -

Mixed (Public and Private) 0 1 0 - - - - - -

Unidentified 0 2.7 0 - - - - - -

Municipality 2.46 0 0 - - - - - -

Disputed 2.46 0 0 - - - - - -

Others 0 0 0.36 1.2 3.3 8.3 3.9 0.3 1.7

Source Slums in 
Dhaka 
City, 
June1983

Slums 
and 
Squatters 
in Dhaka 
Cit

Survey of Slum 
and Squatter 
Settlements in 
Dhaka City, 
D b 1996

Slums in Urban Bangladesh, CUS 2005

City, 
June 
1988

December1996



Pattern of house Ownership of Slums by City

Home 
Owners

Dhaka Chittagong Khulna Rajsh
ahi Sylhet Baris

al

hip
1974 1983 1988 2005 1974 2005 1974 2005 2005 2005 2005

Owner 87 21 41.1 11.7 29 16.5 76 17.5 58.9 0.5 24.9

Tenant 13 62.5 48.9 77.2 71 73.6 24 59.4 17.7 96.3 49.2

Free - 16.5 10 11.1 - 9.9 - 23.1 23.4 3.1 25.9

Source Squatters 
in 
Banglade
sh Cities, 
1974

Slums 
in 
Dhaka 
City, 
June 

Slums and 
Squatters 
in Dhaka 
City, 
June1988

CUS
2005

Squatters 
in 
Banglade
sh Cities, 
1974

CUS
2005

Squatters 
in 
Banglade
sh Cities, 
1974

CUS
2005

CUS
2005

CUS
2005

CUS
2005

974 June
1983

June 988 974 974



Percentage Distribution of Living Space in Slums by City

Year Living Space 
(Square feet)

Dhaka
(%)

Chittagong (%) Khulna (%) Rajshahi (%) Sylhet
(%)

Barisal (%) Source

1974
Less than 100 41 44 24

Squatters in 
Bangladesh 
Cities, 1974

101 – 150 31 16 24

151 – 200 16 23 16

201 – 250 5 4 12

251 above 7 13 24

1983 Slums in Dhaka1983
Less than 66 46.1

Slums in Dhaka
City, June 1983

66 – 115 32.53

116 155 13 73116 – 155 13.73

156 – 200 5.30

Above 200 2.33



Percentage Distribution of Structures by the Type of Housing Structure

City Year Katcha Semi pucca Pucca Othersy p

Dhaka 1974 1 99 1 0 -

1983 2 85 7 8 -

1988 3 92.3 7.4 3.3 -

1996 4 95.7 3.56 0.44 -

2005 6 46 52.3 1.2 0.5

Chittagong 1974 1 93 0 7 -

2005 6 66.6 32.6 0.3 0.52005 66.6 32.6 0.3 0.5

Khulna 1974 1 96 0 4 -

2005 6 85.4 12.3 1.7 0.5

Rajshahi 2005 6 51.1 45.2 3.5 0.1

Sylhet 1985 5 40 41 18 -

2005 6 66 33.1 0.5 0.4

Barisal 2005 6 87 11.6 0.4 0.9

Rangpur 1985 5 59 30 11 -Rangpur 1985 59 30 11

Kushtia 1985 5 21 59 9 -

Source:   1Squatters in Bangladesh Cities 1974
2 Slums in Dhaka City, June1983
3 Sl d S tt i Dh k Cit J 19883 Slums and Squatters in Dhaka City, June 1988
4 Surveys of Slum and Squatter Settlements in Dhaka City, December1996
5 The Urban Poor in Bangladesh, May1996
6 CUS 2005



Access to Municipal Services by the Slum People
City Facilities

% of HH having Municipal Services

1979 1980 1983 1988 1996 2005

Dh k WASA 50%Dhaka Water Supply 6.5 - Tap / Tubewell 60% WASA 50%
Tubewell 14.6% 85.83 -

Electricity - - 14 55.7 73.36 95.4

Gas - - 8 30.3 30.3 57.6

Sanitary Latrine - 35 Private latrine 10%
Share Pucca Latrine 25%

Community latrine 
86 6% 57.88 -Share Pucca Latrine 25% 86.6%

Source Urban Poor in 
Bangladesh,1979

Slums in Dhaka City, June 
1983

Slums and Squatters 
in Dhaka City, June 

1988
CUS, 2005

Chittagong Water Supply - - - - Tap 37%
Tubewell 57% 87.4

Gas - - - - - 27.9

Sanitary Latrine - 30 - - - -

Source The Urban Poor in Bangladesh, May1996 CUS, 2005

Khulna Water Supply - - - - Tap 30%
Tubewell 66% -Tubewell 66%

Electricity - - - - - 72.5

Source The Urban Poor in Bangladesh, May1996 CUS, 2005

Rajshahi Electricity - - - - - 72.7

SourceSource
CUS, 2005

Sylhet Electricity - - - - - 93.4

Gas - - - - - 16.1

SourceSource
CUS, 2005

Barisal Electricity - - - - - 95.8

Source
CUS, 2005



Duration of Stay of Head of the Household in the Slum

Duration of Stay in 
Years Percentage in 1974 Duration of Stay in 

Years Percentage in 1983

Below 1 5.4 Below 1 11

1 – 5 39.3 1 – 2 14

6 – 10 21.7 2 – 3 8.6

11 – 15 18.1 3 – 4 7.4

16 – 20 9.0 4 – 9 20.2

Above 20 6.5 9 – 14 13.6bove 0 6.5 9 3.6

14 – 19 5.7

19 – 24 5.5

24 – 29 1.9

29 – 34 2.7

34 + 0.8

Since Birth 8 6Since Birth 8.6

Source The Urban Poor in
Bangladesh, May1996

Source Slums in Dhaka City,
June 1983



Average size of Household

Locality Slum Population Urban Poor Population Total Population

Urban 4.71 5.73 5.9

Dhaka SMA 4.76 6.13 6.3

Chittagong SMA 4.48 5.44 6

Khulna SMA 4.79 5.28 5.3

Rajshahi SMA
6.05 7.8



Summary Information on Slums in Dhaka CitySummary Information on Slums in Dhaka City

Type of Information 1988 1996

Total area (acres) 1340 acres 1038 acresTotal area (acres) 1340 acres 1038 acres

Estimated Household 146400 220920

Estimated population 878400 1104600

Density of population (per acre) 655/acre 1063/acre

Estimated Number of Structures 80000 -

Average size of cluster (acres) 1.20 acres -

Average number of household per cluster 130 73

Source Slums and Squatters in Survey of Slum and SquatterSource Slums and Squatters in
Dhaka City, June 1988

Survey of Slum and Squatter
Settlements in Dhaka City,
December1996



Summary Information of 40 Selected Slums in Dhaka City
Name of Bastee Major Occupation Place of 

Origin
Land 

Ownership Tenancy System Housing Quality

15/1,J.N.Shaha Road
Rickshawpuller

Service
Business

Dhaka
Faridpur Private Owner 5%

Tenant 95%
Thatch, Tin, 

bamboo

Goni Miar Ghat
Labour

Rickshawpuller
S i

Dhaka
Faridpur

i l
Private Tenant100% Thatch, Bamboo

Service Barisal

Rahmatganj Mohalla Labour
Rickshawpuller

Dhaka
Faridpur Private Tenant 100 % Thatch, Tin, 

bamboo

230, Bangshal Road 
B hi d R li D t

Labour
Rickshawpuller Dhaka

Faridp r Private Owner 10%
T t 90% Tin, BambooBehind Rupali Decorator

p
Others Faridpur Tenant 90% ,

15/16 Ruplal Das Lane Rickshawpuller Faridpur
Dhaka Private Owner 40%

Tenant 60% Tin, Bamboo

Bhola Miar Bari
Day Labourer

Others
Dhaka

Faridpur Private Tenant 100 % Tin, BambooOthers. Faridpur

Shona Miar Bari Business
Rickshawpuller

Dhaka
Faridpur
Barisal

Private Tenant 100% Tin, Bamboo

Rabidaspara Labour
M India Municipality Free 100% Tin, BambooRabidaspara Mason. India Municipality Free 100% Tin, Bamboo

Ramijuddin Bastee Rickshawpuller
Labour

Faridpur
Dhaka Private Tenant  90%

Owner 10%

Tin and Bamboo, 
Thatch and 

Bamboo

Dhaka Ti d B b
Islambagh Bastee Rickshawpuller

Labour

Dhaka
Faridpur
Barisal

Noakhali

Private Tenant 50%
Owner 50%

Tin and Bamboo, 
Thatch and 

Bamboo

Shahidnagar Bastee Rickshawpuller
L b

Dhaka
Faridpur Private Tenant 60%

O 40%

Tin and Bamboo, 
Thatch and 



Name of Bastee Major Occupation Place of 
Origin

Land 
Ownership Tenancy System Housing Quality

Azimpur and Khali Cottage Industries Faridpur
Tin and Bamboo, 

Thatch andAzimpur and Khali 
Graveyard worker

Rickshawpuller
Comilla
Noakhali

Private Tenant 100% Thatch and 
Bamboo

Semi building

Azimpur Bastee Worker
Business

Faridpur
Comilla Private Tenant 75%

Owner 25%
Thatch, tin and 

Bamboo

Julo Doctors Bastee Mason Faridpur Private Tenant 100% Thatch

9/1, Fulbaria Railway 
Colony

Service
Business

Faridpur
Comilla
Dhaka

Private Tenant 90%
Owner 10%

Thatch, Tin and 
Bamboo

T & T Staff Quarter Faridpur Tenant 50%T & T Staff Quarter 
Bastee Service Faridpur

Barisal Government Tenant 50%
Owner 50% Thatch

Katabon Bastee Rickshawpuller
Mali

Mymensingh
Faridpur Government Tenant 40%

Free 60%
Thatch, Tin and 

Bamboo

Jh l B t Hawker C ill G t T t 100% Th t hJheelpar Bastee Rickshawpuller Comilla Government Tenant 100% Thatch

Hashem Ali Bastee Labour
Rickshawpuller

Faridpur
Barisal Private Tenant 96%

Owner 4%
Thatch, Tin and 

Bamboo

Shibb B Service Faridpur
B i l A b d Tenant 50% Th t h d TiShibbar Bastee Hawker Barisal

Noakhali
Autonomous body %

Free 50% Thatch and Tin

37/2, Puranapalton
Rickshawpuller

Labour
Mason

Faridpur
Comilla
Noakhali

Private Tenant 30%
Free 70% Thatch

Darogartek Bastee Rickshawpuller
Labour

Barisal
Comilla
Noakhali

Government Free 100% Thatch



Name of Bastee Major Occupation Place of 
Origin

Land 
Ownership Tenancy System Housing Quality

Tajmohal Road Bastee Day Labour
Rickshawpuller

Barisal
Faridpur Private Free 100% ThatchRickshawpuller p

Hossain Shaheb Bastee Rickshawpuller
Labour

Barisal
Faridpur
Tangail

Private Tenant 100% Tin, Bamboo

Rickshawpuller Barisal
Hashem D.S.P Bastee Rickshawpuller

Labour Faridpur
Dhaka

Private Tenant 100% Tin, Bamboo

Azgar Goals Bastee Rickshawpuller
Labour

Barisal
Faridpur
Dhaka

Private Tenant 100% Brick and Tin
Tin and BambooDhaka

O.C Miar Bastee Business
Worker

Barisal
Faridpur
Comilla

Private Tenant 100% Tin and Bamboo,
Brick and Tin

G ib ll S d ’ Ri k h ll Barisal T t 90% Th t h Ti dGaribulla Sardar’s 
Bastee

Rickshawpuller
Labour

Barisal
Faridpur
Dhaka

Private Tenant 90%
Owner 10%

Thatch, Tin and 
Bamboo

Hajirbagh Bastee Rickshawpuller
Labour

Faridpur
Dhaka Private Tenant 100% Thatch, Tin and 

Bamboo

Lake Side Bastee Rickshawpuller
Business

Mymensingh
Faridpur
Dhaka

Private Tenant 60%
Free 40% Thatch

Rickshawpuller
Comilla Private

Thatch Tin andTenar Bari Bastee Rickshawpuller
Hawker Faridpur

Dhaka
Tenant 100% Thatch, Tin and 

Bamboo

Tullag Bastee Business
Service

Dhaka
Barisal
Comilla

Private Tenant 100% Thatch, Tin and 
Bamboo



Name of Bastee Major 
Occupation

Place of 
Origin

Land 
Ownership

Tenancy 
System

Housing 
Quality

Noyatola Bastee Rickshawpuller 
Labour

Comilla
Sylhet Private Tenant 100% Thatch, Tin

and Bambooy Labour
Faridpur

and Bamboo

West Nakhalpara Labour
Business

Faridpur
Barisal

Noakhali i
Private Tenant 80%

Owner 20%
Tin , Thatch and

Bamboo

North Begunbari 
Bastee

Service
Rickshawpuller

Driver

Noakhali
Barisal

Faridpur
Private Tenant 85%

Owner 15%
Tin, Thatch

Worker (Factory) Comilla Thatch TinSalimullars Bastee Worker (Factory) 
Rickshawpuller

Comilla
Barisal Private Tenant 100% Thatch, Tin

and Bamboo

Dengu Haji’s 
Bastee

Rickshawpuller 
Service
Hawker

Comilla
Faridpur Private Tenant 100% Thatch, Tin and 

Bamboo.

Majid 
Commissioner’s 

Bastee

Rickshawpuller
Service

Day Labour

Faridpur
Barisal
Comilla

Private Tenant 100% Tin and Bamboo

West Nakhalpara 
Bastee

Labour
Worker (Factory)

Business

Noakhali
Comilla
Barisal

Private Owner 100% Tin and Bamboo.

Labour Barisal Thatch TinAgargaon Bastee Labour 
Rickshawpuller

Barisal
Faridpur Government Free 100% Thatch, Tin 

and Bamboo

Source: Slums in Dhaka City, June1983



Age of the Slum

Age of Slum (Years) 1983 (%) Age of Slum (Years) 1988 (%) Age of Slum (Years) 1996 (%)

Less than 5 12.97 5 and Below 25.4 Less than 5 24.81

5 9 20 62 6 10 22 5 9 24 015 – 9 20.62 6 – 10 22 5 – 9 24.01

10 – 14 14.27 11 -15 22.8 10 – 14 19.16

15 – 19 11.54 16 – 20 15.2 15 – 19 15.43

20+ 37.48 21 – 25 4.9 20 -24 7.72

No response 3.11 26 – 30 2.9 25 -29 3.66

30 5 6 30 5 2230+ 5.6 30+ 5.22

No response 1.2

Source: Slums in Dhaka City, June1983 Source: Slums and Squatters in Dhaka 
City, June 1988

Source: Survey of Slum and Squatter 
Settlements in Dhaka City, December1996


